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PRESS RELEASE
19 September 2016 
Waterways Holidays’ Top 5 Canals for Autumn Colour

The team at Waterways Holidays, the leading booking agency for boating holidays in the UK, have announced their recommendations for Britain’s Top 5 Canals for Autumn Colour.
1. The Shropshire Union Canal – Middlewich Branch - “We all have our favourites, but the Shropshire Union just tops our office poll, especially the stretch along the Middlewich Branch.  On a short break there are plenty of places of interest as well as lovely scenery, and for week-long holidays Middlewich has a great choice of routes,” says managing director Nigel Richards. 

2. The Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal – The ‘Mon & Brec’, as canal-people call the South Wales canal, does not connect to any other waterway, but its 35 navigable miles follow the line of the beautiful and heavily-wooded Usk Valley from Brecon. 

3. The Basingstoke Canal – navigable from Surrey west into Hampshire, it no longer reaches busy Basingstoke. However, the western course from Woking forms a leafy wildlife corridor, which is a designated SSSI, linking attractive villages like Ash, Fleet, Crookham and Odiham.

4. The Macclesfield Canal – this tree-lined canal (which forms part of the Cheshire Ring) follows the natural curves of the land, so there is only one flight of locks to navigate. The former silk town of Macclesfield is well worth exploring.

5. The Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal – From Stourport, this hidden gem tracks the course of the River Stour north through pretty countryside to The Bratch, with the industrial West Midlands just a few miles to the east. 

SAMPLE PRICE A week’s hire of a 56-feet long narrowboat on the Shropshire Union Canal, starting from Middlewich, costs from £914 this autumn, including October half term week starting Friday 21 October.  With a fixed double berth and either two singles, or a ‘made-up’ second double, the ‘Montgomery Navigator’ is equally suitable for couples or a family of four.
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Editors Notes:
waterwaysholidays.com offers live availability on more than 1800 narrowboats, cruisers and sailing yachts operated by the UK’s leading boat operators and with more than 80 different start locations.  The website offers advice on boating holidays as well as featuring listings of the latest special offers.

Waterways Holidays’ press spokesman is managing director Nigel Richards: 01252 796400
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