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PRESS RELEASE
7 July 2016 
UK’s Oldest Boat for Hire celebrates 120 years on the Norfolk Broads
A 27-feet long wooden yacht celebrates her 120th anniversary on the Norfolk Broads this summer.
“We believe this beautiful yacht is the oldest hire boat in the UK,” says Waterways Holidays’ managing director Nigel Richards, “and any competent sailor can hire her for a unique sailing holiday this summer.”
Built in 1896 by Ernest Collins of Wroxham, the lugsail rigged yacht was originally christened ‘Jubilee’ in honour of Queen Victoria’s diamond celebrations, and was advertised in the very first Broads Boat Hire brochure over 100 years ago.
Discovered rotting in a Norfolk field in 1945, the yacht was painstakingly restored to her former glory, renamed ‘Zoe’ and returned to work.
Zoe now sleeps two people, and her hand-built original features are now complemented by new sails, a diesel engine for back-up on windless days, wc and wash-basin and a cleverly-equipped galley with hob/oven/grill.
Hire charges start at just £382 for a three-night weekend, with full weeks from £532 inclusive of initial instruction, buoyancy aids, a tank of diesel and damage waiver. Zoe is also pet-friendly (supplement £35).
From her base at Martham sailors can easily explore Martham and Hickling Broads, Horsey Mere and the River Thurne – and - after lowering the mast to pass under Potter Heigham Bridge, the whole of ‘Britain’s Magical Waterland’ to the south.
Further details from Waterways Holidays on www.waterwaysholidays.com 01252 339023
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Editors Notes:
waterwaysholidays.com offers live availability on more than 1800 narrowboats, cruisers and sailing yachts operated by the UK’s leading boat operators and with more than 80 different start locations.  The website offers advice on boating holidays as well as featuring listings of the latest special offers.

Waterways Holidays’ press spokesman is managing director Nigel Richards: 01252 796400
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