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PRESS RELEASE
17 July 2014
Last-minute family holidays boost bookings by 46% says Waterways Holidays

Families looking for an idyllic holiday afloat had better be quick, says the UK’s leading boating holiday agency.
“Our bookings are 46% up on this point last year,” says Waterways Holidays’ managing director Nigel Richards, “and we’re dealing with a lot of enquiries from families for last-minute holidays, with a further spike in interest as soon as the final whistle of the World Cup blew!”
The agency credits good weather and positive TV coverage of boating holidays – such as More4’s Great Canal Journeys series and Warwick Davis’ Norfolk Broads trip on ITV – as key factors influencing interest in holidays afloat.
“Narrowboat holidays are perfect for families,” says Richards.  “It’s like renting a holiday cottage, but one with an ever-changing view and free activities to enjoy: working the locks, walking the towpaths and watching wildlife.  Many boats allow dogs and everyone in the family can get involved: most teenagers eventually take out their earphones and join in!”
Among the family-sized narrowboats that can be booked through Waterways Holidays is ‘Selene’ based at Braunston in the heart of England, perfectly placed for discovering the leafy backwaters of Northamptonshire, Leicestershire and Warwickshire.  Chugging quietly along the North or South Oxford or the Grand Union Canal, a hidden world of towpath trails, tunnels and flights of locks – along with bustling boatyards and canal-side pubs – can be discovered.
Four-night holidays on ‘Selene’ cost £909 for a family of four for breaks starting 28 July, 11, 18 and 25 August.  Selene is a novice-friendly 49-feet long, with a double and two single berths and decks front and aft, while the cabin roof is an additional vantage and sunbathing point.  She has a well-equipped galley, bathroom with flush wc, and both TV/DVD player and radio/CD.  The price includes all fuel, cancellation cover, damage waiver, bed linen, initial tuition, buoyancy aids and car parking in Braunston during the trip. One dog is welcome free of charge.

www.waterwaysholidays.com 01252 339023
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Editors Notes:

waterwaysholidays.com offers live availability on more than 1800 narrowboats, cruisers and sailing yachts operated by the UK’s leading boat operators and with more than 80 different start locations.  The website offers advice on boating holidays as well as featuring listings of the latest special offers.

Waterways Holidays’ press spokesman is managing director Nigel Richards: 01252 796400
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