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PRESS RELEASE
8 June 2015
Canals are Booming, says Waterways Holidays – see for yourself this summer
Waterways Holidays, the biggest booking agency for UK holidays afloat, reports sales of narrowboat holidays up by 15 per cent, compared to this time last year. 

“This is another bumper year for canal holidays,” said managing director Nigel Richards, “and the third summer in a row where demand for peak season may outstrip supply.”

The agency credits TV coverage – from John Sergeant ‘Barging Round Britain’ to Prunella Scales and Timothy West’s ‘Great Canal Journeys’ – for introducing Britain’s canals to a wider audience.

“Another way to get a feel for the canals is to go to one of this summer’s festivals, where you can see boats, chat to owners and have a great time on the towpath.

“Many events are free and as well as seeing boats at close quarters there are often concerts, activities, food stalls and crafts on sale - all the ingredients of a great family day out,” said Richards.

Waterways Holidays’ favourite canal festivals include:

· Foxton Locks Festival 20 & 21 June (Grand Union Canal) site of two famous ‘staircases’ each of five locks.  Foxtonlocksfestival.co.uk 

· Braunston Rally 27 & 28 June (Grand Union Canal) historic boats on parade, plus traders and waterways artists. Braustonmarina.co.uk/events 

· Blackburn Canal Festival 18 & 19 July (Leeds & Liverpool Canal) celebrates the history of the canal and Eanam Wharf. Blackburncanalfest.btck.co.uk 

· Blisworth Canal Festival 8 & 9 August (Grand Union Canal) with boat trips and a host of trades operating from boats offering crafts and food. Blisworthcanalfestival.co.uk 

· Kirkintilloch Canal Festival 24-30 August (Forth & Clyde Canal) boat trips and plenty of family-friendly activities, many of them free. Kinkintillochcanalfestival.org  

· Northampton Festival of Water 29, 30 & 31 August (River Nene), includes a celebration of the 200th opening of the Northampton Arm that connects the Grand Union Canal with the River Nene. Waterways.org.uk 

Alternatively, converts ready for their first canal holiday can chat to Waterways Holidays’ boating holiday experts on 01252 339023 or visit www.waterwaysholidays.com for the latest offers and advice.
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Editors Notes:
waterwaysholidays.com offers live availability on more than 1800 narrowboats, cruisers and sailing yachts operated by the UK’s leading boat operators and with more than 80 different start locations.  The website offers advice on boating holidays as well as featuring listings of the latest special offers.

Waterways Holidays’ press spokesman is managing director Nigel Richards: 01252 796400
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